MAPP Focus Group Follow-Up

Becher Court

August 12, 2008: 2pm
This discussion group was held at Becher Court, one of the City of Milwaukee’s Housing Authority’s (HACM) public housing apartment buildings. This building is designated as “Elderly only” by HACM and this group was meant to capture the voices of some of Milwaukee’s older adults. Eighteen (N=18) residents attended and filled out the issue ranking form. 

Below is a table that illustrates main health issues identified and the rankings from this group.  As indicated, the top issues of concern were access to health care, access to transportation, violence and personal safety, unemployment, and mental health issues. Residents shared information about resources with each other during the discussion. 
Someone mentioned that although the Hunger Task Force provides food boxes each year, these boxes are already used.  Another resident provided an anecdote about her neighbor, who had had difficulty maintaining a job through SERVE. 
Regarding dental care, some residents mentioned that Marquette and MATC dental clinics charge on a sliding scale, however there was agreement that the resource is too limited and co-pays are often too high. Discussing safety, many residents were concerned about people entering the building unauthorized.  
Several residents shared concerns about mental health, stating they believed that some residents had untreated mental health issues or refused to take their medication. These residents suggested more intensive case management or social work services in the building. The fact that independent living cannot comply with this type of mandate was brought up. Residents also discussed the issue of sharing medications as a concern. 

	#
	Health Issues

	15
	Access to healthcare/ Underinsured/Healthcare related issues

	10
	Access to transportation

	3
	Adverse birth outcomes and infant mortality

	6
	Alcohol and substance abuse

	2
	Education: (reform, quality, graduation rates, parental involvement)

	5
	Environmental (pollution, water quality, rodents, garbage, lead poisoning) 

	4
	Equal opportunity for all races (immigration)

	8
	Mental health

	7
	Nutrition, obesity, exercise (fitness, hunger, access to quality food)

	7
	Poverty, money management, financial stress 

	1
	Race relations/segregation

	1
	Sexually Transmitted Infections

	2
	Teen Pregnancy

	3
	Tobacco

	9
	Unemployment/job availability

	10
	Violence and Personal Safety

	2
	Other (Too many children in the HACM buildings)


