
What should you do if you become the victim of an auto theft?

1. Remain Calm.

2. Check if any keys are missing or unaccounted for.

3. Is there broken glass? And what's its relationship to where the car was parked? -This will assist the Police later in spotting your car
4. Was there anything of value inside (i.e. laptop, aftermarket stereo, title, gun?)
5. Locate information with registration plate number or Vehicle Identification Number (VIN). This should all be located on insurance papers or registration papers
6. Call the Police.
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District 4 Auto Theft Squad

6929 W. Silver Spring

Milwaukee, WI 53218

Phone (414) 935-7242

Fax (414) 935-7114

Non-Emergency (414) 933-4444 

Auto Theft Prevention
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Auto THeft   Prevention

Are you able to live without the comfort and reliability of your own transportation?

Here are some proven tips that that will decrease your vehicle chances of becoming a statistic.

1. Park in a garage if possible. – Out of sight, out mind.

2. Park in an area that if need be you can check on your vehicle if needed.

3. Don’t leave items of value in plain sight. Hide them in a trunk or under the seat.

4. Don’t leave your keys in the car unattended. 50% of all cars taken during the winter months are taken with keys.

5. If possible have an alarm for the car. This will prevent the car from being taken but not damaged. 

6. Use anti-theft devices if possible. Steering column guards or even a “Club” style device may deter the suspect.

7. Know who you borrow your car to.

8. Talk to family members about “borrowing” the car without asking.

Q. Are there certain cars that are at higher risk of being stolen?

 A. In District 4, the current data shows that Dodge's are most commonly stolen.

 Q. Are there certain areas that have higher chances of my car being stolen?

A. In District 4, the current data shows that cars are most commonly stolen along major city 

     streets or bus lines.

Q. Do cars ever really get returned to the owner? And if so are they damaged?

A. In District 4, over 70% of all cars taken, are recovered within the first three days. Less then 1% has any major damage or missing major pieces.

Q. What do I do if the Police recover my stolen car?

A. They will attempt to notify you of its location and if the car is drivable.

Q. Will they tow my stolen car if I don't answer the phone?

A. It depends if you authorized a tow.


 -If yes, and they are unable to contact you, it will be towed. 

 -If no, if the car is legally parked, and not a hazard, then it will be left where it is and it will be your responsibility to have it removed.
Q. What does it mean my car has been towed?

A. The car has been taken to 3811 W. Lincoln Av.  They are open M-F 8:00AM to 6:00PM, Sat.  8:00AM to 12:00 noon.  (414) 286-2700

http://www.city.milwaukee.gov/mpw/CityTowing.htm
Q. What is District 4, doing to stop my car from being stolen?

A. District 4 has created a special Anti Auto Theft Squad that targets areas, locates past and present auto thieves and tracks them.  This in conjunction with hundreds of traffic stops on target vehicles and target areas, has led to a decrease of auto to near 50% since the Auto Theft Squad was created in late 2009.

[image: image5.jpg]



Frequently Asked Questions





Auto Theft Prevention


Begins with You!





FAQ CONTINUED
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