YOUTH COUNCIL SELECTION COMMITTEE

Minutes

February 9, 2005

Members present:   Sarah Hinkfuss (Acting Chair), Steven Ray Robertson and Ramon Candelaria

Members excused: ReDonna Rodgers and Brittany Nash

Others present:  Jim Owczarski – City Clerk’s Office, Sherman Morton – legislative assistant to Ald. Davis, Pedro Ruiz – Community Block Grant Administration, Reggie Moore – Urban Underground, Ald. Davis and Matthew Johnson – Strive Media Institute

Meeting convened:  4:15 PM

1. Review and approval of the minutes of the December 1, 2004 meeting 

Mr. Candelaria moved, seconded by Mr. Robertson, for approval of the minutes.

2. Discussion related to distribution of the applications

Mr. Moore gave a copy of the Board a memo that showed where the applications were distributed.  The Advisory Committee may need to be aware that there seemed to be a delay in getting the applications out to the community.  Mr. Moore noted some of the delay was caused by contractual concerns.  Mr. Candelaria heard concerns from the youth that the application was too lengthy to be completed with the other duties that the youth had.  The signature requirement also seemed to cause some confusion.  The deadline extension until the January 31st also caused confusion.  A city-wide outreach effort seems to be too much work for one agency solely.  

Mr. Candelaria felt that the members of the Committee should have been contacted about the distribution and been made more aware of the changes in the deadline.  Mr. Moore recommended a marketing program that spans at least 2 months.

3. Discussion related to the Youth Council applicants

The signatures, which required an address, posed a problem for many youths.  A suggestion is that the school address or school name could be used as the “address”.  Mr. Candelaria noted that he did have concerns about this at the time the Committee had approved the application.  The Committee would like to have a joint meeting with the Advisory Committee.  

For aldermanic districts 3 and 14, for which there are no applications and Mr. Owczarski presented to 2 possible solutions:

a.   Have the Milwaukee Public Schools pick one student

b.  Have the local alderman for each district pick one student

Mr. Candelaria suggested opening up the applications solely in those 2 districts or to all of the districts; he does not support handpicking any students.  Mr. Johnson recommended having the local alderman appoint an “acting” member until a permanent member can be found.  Ald. Davis does not feel that it is a problem if 2 individuals are selected, rather than holding up the other 13 candidates.  Ald. Davis commended the Committee for the amount of work it has accomplished in a short amount of time.  He recommended that a community-based organization be the appointing authority, rather than the local alderman.  Mr. Candelaria still strongly resists appointing someone, but would prefer that the deadline be extended for another month.  Mr. Johnson suggested having the 13 seated members choose who will serve in those 2 districts which received no applicants.    Ald. Davis recommended extending the deadline solely in those 2 districts with rankings and interviews continuing for the other 13 districts. Mr. Candelaria expressed concerns about his ideas being heard by the committee and being treated as an equal member of the Committee.  Mr. Johnson also mentioned that the Committee can appoint those 2 individuals.  

The Board agreed not to extend the deadline for the 2 districts.  

Mr. Robertson moved to move forward with the other 13 districts and the Selection Committee find and appoint one member from each district.  Mr. Candelaria is not supportive of this.  The Committee will take up this item at the next meeting.

4.  Discussion related to the “incomplete” Youth Council applications


Mr. Robertson moved, seconded by Ms. Hinkfuss, to accept applications which are missing one address or one signer.  This will result in the acceptance of 2 applicants from the 2nd district (“k” and “c” and one from the 15th district (“i”)

The Board will not accept any late applications.

Mr. Robertson moved, seconded by Ms. Hinkfuss, to move forward with the other 13 districts.  

5.  Discussion related to interview format/dates

For the next meeting, members need to submit the scores of each of the candidates for those districts which have more than 3.  The scores should be sent to the staff, which will then tabulate the scores.  For the interviews, 2-3 rooms could be used.

6. Setting the agenda and date for the next meeting.

The next meeting will be on Tuesday or Wednesday (depending on the chair’s schedule)

Meeting adjourned: 5:31 PM

Linda M. Elmer

Staff Assistant

